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kent manufacturing building

Map Reference 12

E. Court Street

Formerly the American Cigar Factory and Stone Manufacturing,
this building was originally built around the turn of the century to
diversify Greenville’s economy.

kilgore-lewis house

Map Reference 13

560 Academy Street

This historic house, the home of the Greenville Council of
Gardens Clubs, is used for meetings, weddings and receptions. It
is an example of the homes of the elite during the 1830’s and
was moved to this site in the 1970’s. One of the original springs
that provided a water supply for Greenville is located here. In the
lower garden area behind the spring is a sensory garden
designed for the blind. The house is open to the public Mon-Fri
from 10:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. Admission. 232-3020.

mansion house

Map Reference 14

site of The Westin Poinsett Greenville Hotel

120 S. Main Street @ W. Court Street

In the early 1800’s Greenville became a summer resort, used pri-
marily by the people from the Lowcountry to escape the heat,
humidity and the "miasma" which plagued the coastal swamps
and was thought to cause malaria. Summer residents were
important to Greenville by helping to settle it down and by bring-
ing with them their ideas, their customs and their religion.

The Poinsett Hotel, named for famous South Carolinian Joel
Roberts Poinsett who introduced the Poinsettia plant to this area
from his travels in Mexico, was built in the 1920’s on the site of
the Mansion House and is L-shaped because it too was built
around the corner of the Town Square. This hotel was THE hotel
in the Upcountry for many years. People would travel miles out of
their way to stay there. When guests paid their bills, they
received scrubbed coins and ironed paper money as change.
After completion of a $20 million restoration, The Westin Poinsett
Greenville hotel is now located at this site and has reclaimed its
position at the center of Greenville’s business, social and com-
munity life.

Also, across Main Street from the hotel is the former Carpenter
Bros. Drugstore, which was operated by the same family since
1883. The owners are now retired and the drugstore has been
closed. The present owners have retained a lot of the former
charm and memorabilia.

museum of confederate history

Map Reference 15

Boyce Avenue

The Museum is owned and operated by the 16th S. C.
Volunteers, Sons of Confederate Veterans, Camp #36, in memo-
ry of the 250,000 Confederate Soldiers killed during the War and
in honor of all of the Confederate Soldiers who answered the call
to duty. It features a collection of artifacts and memorabilia. Open
Wed 10am-3pm;Fri. 5-9 p.m., Sat. 10 a.m.-5 p.m., Sun. 1 p.m.-5
p.m. Free admission.

old town square

Map Reference 16

Now Court Square

Main Street between East and West Court Streets

The original Town Square for a settlement was begun by Lemuel
Alston in the late 1780’s. Alston had purchased 11,000+ acres of
land and laid out a plan for a settlement that he called

Pleasantburg. Almost from the beginning, people called it
Greenville and historians have searched for the reason for this
name for years. Historians now feel that it was named after the
Revolutionary War hero, Nathaniel Greene. Greenville was on
the trade routes between the mountains and the coast. If you can
picture western movies when the cowboys rode into town on a
Saturday night, you can picture early Greenville.

peace center for the performing arts

Map Reference 17

Corner of Broad and Main

The $42,000,000 Peace Center opened in 1990 and gets its
name from the Peace family who made a substantial contribution
to the facility. Included in this complex are the Peace Concert
Hall which seats 2,111, the Dorothy Gunter Theater with seats
402 and the amphitheater along the Reedy River, which seats
1,500.

Support facilities for both the theatres were part of the historic
industrial complex. The Gunter Theatre is the smaller theatre and
backs up to a 1920’s building; the Peace Center Concert Hall
leads into the Huguenot Mill. Between the two theatres is the old
coach factory building, built mid-1800’s, that made wagons and
carriages. Their entire inventory was shipped out for use during
the Civil War. It now houses a restaurant and a cabaret theatre in
what was the blacksmith shop of the coach factory. On site also
is an open pavilion, which was the paint shop of the coach facto-
ry. It later became the manufacturing home of Duke’s
Mayonnaise. www.peacecenter.org

pettigru historic district

Map Reference 18

Washington, Williams, Pettigru, Broadus Streets

This land was owned by James Pettigru Boyce, a professor at
Furman University’s Baptist Seminary. He was the son of the
second wealthiest cotton planter in South Carolina. Lots began to
be sold in this area around the turn of the century, and the area
became known as "new Money" because industrialists coming
into Greenville built their homes here. Located at 104 Broadus
is a Victorian style home from the late 1890’s. This was the first
home of Lewis W. Parker. The outstanding edifice on the corner
of Williams and Washington was built around 1900 by Lewis W.
Parker as his second home. It is representative of the home of
early twentieth century industrial leaders of Greenville. Parker
gained considerable fame for his expertise in re-organizing cotton
mills and, eventually, owned the Lewis W. Parker Cotton Mill
Company. This building is now the home of the Poinsett Club.

falls park on the reedy

Map Reference 19

Upper and Lower Falls of the Reedy River — Located behind
Falls Cottage

This property is owned by the city of Greenville and is called the
"Cradle of Greenville" since this is the area where Greenville was
first settled. In 1758, Richard Pearis, a trader from Virginia, came
into Cherokee Nation land to trade with the Indians. In 1768
Pearis and his family moved to the area that was known as the
Great Plains of South Carolina. Today this area is the Reedy
River Falls area in what is now downtown Greenville. Some his-
torians believe this name came about due to the growth of the
reeds along the banks of the river. Along the river Pearis built a
trading post, a saw mill and, near the falls, a gristmill. Other than
the Indians, Pearis became the first land owner through his son
George whose mother was Pearis's Cherokee sidewife. Soon
after the British accepted this transfer of land, Richard Pearis
became a Tory. During the American Revolution the Patriots
destroyed his property.
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beattie house

Map Reference 1

8 Bennett Street

The Beattie house was built in the 1830’s by Fountain Fox
Beattie. The two wings of the Italiante Gothic-style house were
added as the family grew in size. The house has been moved
twice and is occupied by the Greenville Woman’s Club. Open to
the public by appointment — 233-9977. Free admission.

bi-lo center

Map Reference 2

409 E. North Street

The Bi-Lo Center is the Upstate’s premier sports and entertain-
ment arena. This arena was named after the grocery chain after
a contract was signed with them. It is the home for Greenville’s
ice hockey team, The Greenville Grrrowl, the professional indoor
football team, the Carolina Rhinos; and the National Basketball
Development League, the Greenville Groove. This complex seats
from 2,500 to 16,000. www.bilocenter.com

bob jones university

museum & art gallery

Map Reference 3

1700 Wade Hampton Boulevard on the campus of Bob Jones
University

One of the most highly-recognized collections of religious art in
America, featuring 30 galleries displaying European sacred art
from the XIII through the XIX centuries. Open Tues.-Sun. 2-5
p.m., except Dec. 20-25, Jan. 1, July 4, and Commencement
Day in early May. Admission. Children must be 6 yrs. or older.
www.bju.edu/artgallery/

christ episcopal church

Map Reference 4

10 North Church Street

The church, organized in 1820 by summer residents from the
Charleston area, was the first church of any denomination formed
in the village of Greenville. The original sanctuary on this site
was located in the area of the circular fountain and flowerbed.
The cornerstone of the present structure was laid in 1852. The
church is designed in a modified Gothic style with a cruciform
shape. The spire rises 130 feet. The church’s cemetery is the
final resting-place for some notable leaders including a former
governor, Benjamin Franklin Perry, and Vardry McBee, "The
Father of Greenville." In 1820, McBee gave land for this church
and for the Baptist, Presbyterian and Methodist churches. His
son, William Pinckney McBee, gave land for the Catholic Church.

earle and james street historic district

Map Reference 5

Earle and James Streets

The large home at 310 West Earle Street, Whitehall, is the oldest
house still standing in Greenville. It was built in 1813 as a sum-
mer home by Charlestonian Henry Middleton who had purchased
the land from Elias Earle. Middleton’s home in the low country
was Middleton Plantation. It is an example of the Barbadian style
of architecture which takes advantage of summer breezes. It is a
private residence occupied by a descendant of Elias Earle. The
marker in front of the house gives its history.

The home at 107 James Street is one of the oldest homes in
Greenville with dates varying from 1810 — 1826. There are no
records available to establish the actual date of construction.

greenville cultural exchange center

Map Reference 6

700 Arlington Avenue

Contains a treasure-trove of history about Greenville's black lead-

ers - photos of the city's first black policeman, first black librarian,
first black school superintendent and memorabilia of the Rev.
Jesse Jackson Jr. Call for hours - 232-9162.

greenville zoo

Map Reference 7

Washington Street in Cleveland Park

Enjoy the park facilities as well as see the wildlife from around
the world, which is displayed in natural open-air exhibits. Open
daily 10 a.m.-4:30 p.m., except Thanksgiving, Christmas and
New Year’s Day. Admission. 467-3000. www.greenvillezoo.com

hampton-pinckney historic district

Map Reference 8

Hampton and Pinckney Streets

This area, called "old money", was owned by Vardry McBee.
Many of his children built their homes here. The oldest house at
21 Pinckney was built by William Pinckney McBee, Vardry’s son,
in the 1830’s. Most of the houses in this area date from the turn
of the century and represent Victorian-style architecture. There
are also some bungalow-style homes in the area.

heritage green

Map Reference 9

College Street

This land was owned by Vardry McBee. He gave it to the Male
and Female Academies in the 1820’s so there would be schools
in Greenville. In 1855 the land and building were occupied by the
Greenville Baptist Female College, which became the Woman’s
College of Furman University in the 1930’s.

When the Woman'’s College moved to the new Furman Campus
north of the city, Furman planned to sell the land. When the origi-
nal deed was checked, however, Furman found that the land had
to be used for cultural or educational purposes or it would revert
to the McBee family. As a result of Vardry’s farsightedness, we
now have Heritage Green. Located at this site are the Greenville
County Library, the Greenville Little Theatre, and the Greenville
County Art Museum, which houses the finest collection of
Andrew Wyeth’s watercolors in the world. The art museum is
open Tues.-Sat. 10 a.m.-5 p.m. and Sun. 1-5 p.m. Free admis-
sion. Future development at this site includes the Greenville
History Museum and ImagiNation, the Children's Museum.

huguenot mill and mill office

Map Reference 10

W. Broad Street

Greenville County’s textile industry began in 1820; however, mills
were not built in the city of Greenville until the 1870’s. The
Huguenot Mill was built in 1882 and advertised itself as an elec-
tric plant that made plaid cloth. Even though it was located along
the Reedy River, it was a coal-fired plant. This building is a clas-
sic example of adaptive reuse. Inside this building, along with
some business offices, is a pictorial display depicting the history
of textiles in the area. The small separate building was the office
for the mill.

john wesley united methodist church

Map Reference 11

Intersection of Court and Spring Streets

Built between 1899 and 1900, this two-story brick cruciform struc-
ture represents a local version of the Gothic Revival style in
church architecture. It began officially in 1866, but the Reverend
J. R. Rosemond, a "Slave Preacher" and himself a slave, was
preaching before the War Between the States. He started not
only this church but also 17 others in Greenville County and over
40 churches in the Upstate area of South Carolina.






